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T HE Calamities of Was, are "oP numerous, 


% various, and ſo grievous, that it never 


ought to be entered upon by any ation, without the 


greate/} Caution, and the moſt mature Delibe- 
ration. It is in its Mature a ſolemn Appeal 70 
Gor, and, confidered in this Light, it is the 
higheſt Tmpiety to engage therein, but from a full 
Perſuaſion that the Cauſe on which we engage is 
ſupported by JusTICs. For War between ation 
and Mation, is the ſame Thing as the reſorting 
to Courts of Law, for the Deciſion of Controver fies 
| between private Perſons, with this Difference only, 
that in reſpect to the latter, Judges may be miſ- 
led or deceived ; whereas this can never happen, 
in regard 10 the former. Ie. would be eaſy to 
ſhew, that theſe Principles are laid down by the 
beft Writers on Government, conſequently that they 


are conſiſtent with the Rules of true Policy, and 


ag reeable to the Law of I, ations. But to what 


End, a Diſplay of Learning, or a Parade of 


A 2 Authorities, 


iv To the READER. 
Authorities, in ſupport of what is obvious to 
every Man's Reaſon, and conſonant to Common 


Senſe ? 


The bare nel gon of vai — in ſuch 


as have the Power of making War, is not enough, 
It is requiſite they ſhould convince the World in 
general, that they make War from no other Mo- 
rive than a Principle of Fuſtice ; becauſe this is 
of great Importance to the Intereſt and Reputation 
of @ People; for ations as well as private Men, 
ought to reſpect the Sentiments of their Neighbours, 
But it is ſtill more requiſite, that when any Go- 
vernment is obliged to have recourſe to Arms, their 
own Subjects ſhould be convinced, that their Caufe 
is good; fence, upon this Conviction, that Unani- 
mity and Firmneſs depends, which is ſo eſſentially 
neceſſary to vigorous and ſucceſsful Meaſures, 


5 Theſe, which may be confidered as. general Rules, 
and which therefore ought to take place under 


all Governments, have notwith/landing a. peculiar 


Fitneſs and Grace, when applied to the Conduct of 
4 free and trading People. The Wiſdom of our 
Government therefore appeared very conſpicuous, 
in ſubmitting the Proceedings previous to the pre- 
fent War with &. Pain, to the free Examination of 
„„ f — 
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| all who would take the trouble of making a En- 
quiry. It was a Condeſcenfion, 'that manifeſted 


they were themſelves perſuaded, that they bad 


ated as became them; and that nothing had 
been done in this important Buſineſs, that could not 
in their Fudg ment bear the ſevereſt Teſt, 


When therefore theſe State Papers were laid 


open to every Man's Peruſal, it ſeemed to be left 


in any Man's Power, who had read them with 
Caution, and confidered them with Attention, to 
give the Public his Sentiments upon them ; and this 
Deduction ſeems the leſs liable to Exception, if we 
eonfider how freely that grea teſt of all Liberties, 
the Liberty of the Preſs, is exerciſed in this Coun- 
iry. A Liberty ! that never injured any honeſt 
or virtuous Admini iſtration. A Liberty 1 that no 
Minifters will attempt to invade, who mean to 
leave our other Liberties ſecure; and a Liberty, 
which when it appears conſiſtent with Truth, inflru- 
mental 1 Wational' Harmony, and productive of 
Public Good, no honeff Man will decline exerting, 


in favour of that W under whoſe 
Auſpice it is — 


vi To the READER, 


* 


Theſe Thodghts eſs a ove m—_— WE" | | 


weighing, and comparing, the Papers relative to 
the Tranſa&ions between the two Courts, before the 
unhappy Rupture ; and if they have given Birth, 
10 a indication of the Meaſures of Government, 
in a Matter jo important in its Mature, and which 
muſt affect us ſo deeply in its Conſequences, it is 
hoped it will not prejudice them in the Public Opi- 
nion, that they come from a private Perſon. There 
is no need of Authority, to enforce Arguments, In 
the common Concerns of Life, the Difintereſted are 

generally allowed to be the beft Judges. If there- 
fore the following Pages, can place this Subject in 
fuch a Light, as may induce and ſuftain, Unani- 


mity in the Minds of his Majeſty Subjects, and 
produce that fincere Attachment to, and that $ea- 
lous Concern for the Honour of Government, and 


Succeſs of the Britiſh ation, in the Courſe of the 


preſent War, they will anſwer the End for which 


they were intended; tho à Perſon of greater Abi- 
lities, who had handled this Inzerefling Þ Point, might 
have anſwered it much better. | 


The 


Lene ere 


. 1 
1 
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The Cauſes of the War between 


Great-Britain and Spain, as 


they appear, &c. 


HE late Rupture between their Britannic 


and Catholic Majeſties, is ſo momentous in 
itſelf, and from thoſe Events that will ne- 
ceſſarily attend it, muſt be of ſo great conſequence 
to this Nation; that there ſeems to be nothing more 
reaſonable, than that the People of Great-Britain, 
{ſhould receive the fulleſt Satisfaction, as to the juſt 
Foundation- of our Quarrel, and the Propriety of 
the Conduct of the Adminiſtration, as well in their 


Endeavours to avoid coming to Extremities, ſo long 


as conſiſtent with the Honour of the Crown and 
the Nation's Intereſt, that ſeemed poſſible; as in 
reſpect to the Motives upon which, they adviſed his 
Majeſty, to declare War, when throuph the Obſti- 
nacy of, the Spaniſh Court, there was no longer tlie 
leaſt room left, to hope that the Diſputes between the 
two Crowns could be amicably adjuſted. His Ma- 
jelty, for the Information of his Subjects, having 
f B directed 
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directed the Papers relative to this Matter, to be 


laid before both Houſes of Parliament, and which 


are ſince become Public, affords all the requiſite 


Materials, for this Purpoſe, and the Application of 


them, ſo as to ſet in their true Light the Meaſures 
of Government, in the whole of its Proceedings, 


upon ſo critical an Occaſion, is the Scope and In- 


tention of the following Sheets. The moſt ſimple 
2nd natural Method of entering upon ſuch an Un- 


dertaking, is to ſtate clearly and plainly, the leveral 


Matters that are propoſed to be diſcuſſed. 

The firſt Point then, is to render evident the 
Juſtice and Moderation of his Majeſty, in uſing his 
utmoſt Endeavours, to avoid entering into a War 
with Spain, ſo long as theſe Endeavours were con- 
ſiſtent with the Honour of his Crown. 

IT he next is, to point out with equal perſpiruity 
the Cauſes which at length induced his Majeſty, to 
alter this Conduct, and to enter upon a War with 


| Spain , when that Meaſure — to him equally 


juſt and neceſſary. 
The Conſideration, of that Conduct which even 


after Diſagreements have happened, civilized Na- 


tions are accuſtomed to hold one towards another; 


and the Deſire, if poſſible, of declining that Jea- 


louſy, which the Succeſs of the Britiſh Arms, in the 
Courſe of the preſent Diſpute with France, might 
have excited; the Hopes of manifeſting to all the 
World, Fy Fig extreme Unwillingneſs to extend the 


Flames of Fs and. to — thoſe Diſturbances, 


by 
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by which Europe has been but too much embar- 


raſſed already; wiſely induced Government to act 


with Tenderneſs and Circumſpection in this Con- 


juncture, that the Reſped to Juſtice, and Unwilling- 
[neſs to have recourſe to Arms, without a palpable 


Neceſſity, might be univerſally known, as well as 
rendered inconteſtibly apparent. 


Beſides theſe general Reaſons, his Majeſty was 


under ſome particular Reſtrictions, from the Aſſu- 


rances that had been given to his Catholic Majeſty's 


Ambaſſador here, and in conſequence of his own 


Royal Inſtructions, by his Miniſter to the Court of 
Madrid, even after ſome Acrimony had been ſhewn 


1n the G of the Diſpute, that his Majeſty would 


ſtill continue to act, with that Equity and Modera- 
tion, which had den preſerved from the Beginning 
of theſe Altercations ; and would not think himſelf 


at liberty to depart fe thoſe Profeſſions of Amity 


and Friendſhip, which with great Sincerity had 


been expreſſed, in the Courſe of the Negotiation, 
for terminating the Differences that had long ſub- 
ſiſted between the two Crowns, and which in their 


own Nature, were very far from being irrecon- 


cileable. 


The reciprocal Intereſts of both 33 or ra- | 


ther of both Nations, making the Continuance of 
Peace eſſentially requiſite for their mutual Advan- 
tage in Commerce, was a very powerful Motive, to 


ſway the King's Inclination to avoid a War, as 


long as it was practicable. At the Beginning of 


B 2 the 


[ 4 ] 
the laſt Century, we lived in conſtant Peace with 
the Spaniards, for above fifty Years ; and, during 
that Space, were in full Poſſeſſion of the Trade of 
the whole Spaniſh Dominions, without any Rival. 
When Cromwell made War upon that Nation, the 
Merchants remonſtrated againſt it, and ſet the vaſt 
Profits ariſing from that Commerce, i ina very ſtrong 
Point of Light. It was in conſequence of that 
War, and the Interruption of our —_— 
with them, that the Dutch came to ſupply them 
with Commodities and Manufactures, an py ever 
{ince been Sharers in that lucrative Trade; in which, 
but for that War, they never could have interfered | 
with us. 
All Methods were tried BY the Reign of 
Charles the Second, to recover the Spaniſh Com- 
merce, and not without Effect. Vet this was done 
but to a certain Degree, as may be collected from 
the Difference of the Coinage in that, and the two 
preceding Reigns. A juſt Senſe * the Benefits 
ariſing from hence, induced the Adminiſtration, 
during the whole Reign of King William, not on- 
ly to cultivate a cloſe Friendſhip with that Crown, 
but to be at a very great Expence, in maintaining 
large Fleets in the Mediterranean, for the Protection 
of the Spaniſh Coaſts, againſt the; French. The 
ſame Conduct, was purſued with the ſame Views, 
in the ſucceeding Reign, and was one principal 
Cauſe of our entering ſo warmly into, and perſiſt- 
ing ſo long, 1 in {ſupporting the late Emperor's Claim Y 


* 


f Teal 


to the Crown of Spain, and the Indies ; in which, | 


if he had ſucceeded, it is preſumed our Commerce 
would have been e 

But this War, on account of the Spaniſh Suc- 
ceſſion, terminating in Favour of a Prince of the 
Houſe of Bourbon, we had the Mortification of ſee- 


ing the French let into, and running away with a 


great Part of the Spaniſh Trade, contrary to the 
natural Intereſt of that Nation ; from whom we 
take many. more of their. native Commodities than 
the French, and, of conſequence, the Balance in 


Silver, is leſs in proportion in our Favour. The 


Decline of this Trade, in reſpect to the Britiſh Na- 
tion, has been increaſed by every ſueceeding Dif- 


ference between us and Spain, and muſt be always 


ſo, not only during the actual Proſecution of any 
War between the two Crowns, but from the French 
entering, during every ſuch Interruption of our 
Correſpondence, into new Branches of their Com- 


merce, continues alſo to affect us very ſenſibly, 
even after the Return of Peace, as we know but 
with too much Certainty, from repeated Experience. ; 


Yet after all this, the Spaniſh Commerce is ſtill very 


well worth preſerving ; and therefore, a juſt Re- 


gard to the Intereſts of his Majeſty's Subjects. Which 
ought ever to be an important Object to Miniſters, | 
more eſpecially; when already engaged in an ex- 
penſive War, was ſufficient to make Adminiſtration 


very defirous of compoſing the Diſputes between 
the two Crowns, i in an amicable manner. 


5 


Theſe 


[5]. 


Theſe Diſputes conſiſted only of three Articles, 


3 two of an ancient, and one of a recent Date. 


The firſt of theſe ancient Articles, and indeed 
8 the moſt important, was that of our Right to cut- 

ting of Logwood. This Diſpute is of about One 
Hundred = ſtanding, and yet was never tho- 
roughly ſettled ; ſo that certainly this, if any Thing 
could be ſo, was a fit Subject for Negociation. 

We claim a-Right in this reſpe&, from the Ame- 
rican Treaty between the two Crowns, of Great- 
Britain and Spain in 1670, and from the Treaty of 
Utrecht; both which declare, that we ſhall enjoy 
ſuch Privileges, as we had been indulged in before, 
as Matters of Right for the future. Now, as it is 
a Matter of Fact, out of all Diſpute, that we had 
been long 3 either of theſe Treaties, in the 
Occupation of the Places, where our Subjects cut 
Logwood, as the Spaniards underſtood it, by their 
Indulgence; this was converted into a Right, by 
the former of theſe Treaties, and that Right ex- 
plicitly confirmed to us as ſuch by the latter. 

However a Doubt might be moved, whether we 
can claim, under this Conceſſion, any territorial 
Juriſdiction, in the Places, where Logwood has 

been uſually cut.|_ | 
Baut, on the other hand, perhaps the Forts and 
_ other Ellabliſhndents, raiſed by our Subjects for 
their own Conveniency and Security, may be con- 
ſtrued to imply ſuch a * 


Theſe 


eee 


1471 


Theſe Eſtabliſhments, it was equally neceſſary 9 


and natural for us to preſerve, till the Spaniards 
ſhould condeſcend to give us a competent Security 
for the Continuance of the Trade, a Point of equal 


Importance to our Navigation, and to our Manu- 


factures. 


The real Difficulty lay, i in the * kt Se- 
curity, ſo that the Jealouſies and Apprehenſions of 


the Spaniards might be removed, without Prejudice 


to the Right, which the Subjects of Great-Britain 


had acquired, by the two Treaties before-men- 


tioned, to the cutting Logwood. It was indeed a 


great Misfortune to both Nations, that for this Pur- 
5 — no unexceptionable Expedient could be 


und. 


But it may be aſſerted, and from the Papers pro- 
duced it will appear, that this Negociation was not 
altogether ineffectual, ſince almoſt at the very Time 
the War broke out, both Parties were approached 


nearer to this defited Settlement, than at any Pe- 


riod during the Continuance of this long Diſpute. 
This Circumſtance is the rather mentioned, to 


ſhew that the Progreſs of the Negociation, with 


regard to this firſt Point, could by no means lead 
to a Rupture between the two Crowns, becauſe in 


reſpect thereto, there had ſcarce appeared leſs Cauſe 
for a War —— the Space of the laſt Forty 


Years, 


We come now to the ſecond ancient Difference 
| between the two Crowns; . and as the former re- 


4 carded; 


— 


0 
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garded our Right to cutting Logwood, ſo this 
aroſe from the Claim made by Spain to the 
2 iſhery. | 
This Claim is thus ſtated in the Cloſe of the Fif- 

teenth Article of the Treaty at Utrecht: © And 
«© whereas it is inſiſted, on the Part of Spain, that 
« certain Rights of Fiſhing, at the Iſland of New- 
foundland, belong to the Guipuſcoans, or other 
Subjects of the Catholic King, her Britannic Ma- 
e jeſty conſents and agrees, that all ſuch Privileges 
as the Guipuſcoans, and other People of Spain, 
are able to make claim to by Right, {hall be al- 
« lowed and preſerved to hon 

This proves plainly, that Spain now might, and 
at any other time may, urge this as a Claim ; tho 
we may have juſt Reaſons, never to admit it as a 
Right. There was therefore an Impropriety, in 
our Miniſter, to ſtile it as he did, an inadmiſſible 
Claim, ſince, as we have ſeen, it had been already 
admitted as ſuch, in a ſolemn Treaty of Peace. 

This Expreſſion of an inadmiſſible Claim, ſeems 
to have very much diſguſted the Court of Spain, 
tho' there is good reaſon to believe, that ſhe never 
really expected to be admitted to the Enjoyment of 
that Right, which was thus claimed, or ſeriouſly 
reſolved to commence Hoſtilities againſt us, if the 
Right as well as the Claim, was not admitted, 

France, as long as ſhe hopes to preſerve any Share 5 
in this Fiſhery, will prevent Spain (farther than 
keeping up the nie) from urging her Pretenſions. 


But 
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But if France ſhould-be totally excluded, then and 
then only, we may apprehend the Spaniards will 
become ſerious upon this Topic ; and therefore, 
perhaps it had been better to leave the Claim on the 
Foot it ſtood, than to have perplexed Things {till 


farther, by entering into the Diſcuſſion of the 


Right. 

The third, which is the recent Article, e 
Offences againſt the Neutrality of Spain, during the 

Continuance of the preſent War. 

At firſt this was very loudly urged, but it appears 

that theſe Complaints by degrees ſubſided ; and 


therefore, tho' ſome Points relative to them, might 


have been a Subject proper to be diſcuſſed by Com- 
miſſaries, yet it cannot be ſuppoſed, that either 


Nation meant to break, or intended to enter into 


a War upon this Head. 

Upon the whole, if War was to have been „ 
taking Things on the Foot they then ſtood, it was 
natural to expect, that it ſhould have been declared 
by Spain, and not by Great-Britain; ſince it was 


Spain that made theſe Complaints, 3 Great- 


Brita n made none at all, being in actual Poſſeſſion 
of every Point that ſhe contend for. 

It is a Point, in which all Political Writers agree, 
that Claims however abſurd, or Complaints how- 


ever frivolous or unfounded, are no juſt Cauſes of 
War, unleſs ſuch Prei are urged in a hoſtile 


manner, or till an Intention manifeſtly appears, of 
urging them in ſuch a manner. If they are trivial, 
4 | C unjuſt, 


| 
| 
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[ 10 } 
unjuſt, or urged i in an improper manner, the Court 
to whom they are thus urged, ought to reject them, 
with a proper degree of Reſentment. 

It is acknowledged, that this came to be the Caſe 
between our Court and that of Spain, in conſe- 
quence of the Memorial preſented by Mr. Buſſy, 
in the Courſe of his Negociation, relative to the 
Claims before- mentioned. 

There is nothing more evident, than that recur- 
ring to the Canal of an Enemy, to convey her Pre- 
tenſions, more eſpecially, when Spain had an Am- 
baſſador reſident here, was exceedingly improper; 
a viſible Proof of Unkindneſs, but not fuch a Cha- 
racteriſtic of Enmity, as could juſtify in the Opi- 
nion of neutral Nations, and according to the re- 
_ ceived Uſages in ſuch Cafes, : an immediate dec 
War. 

It was a flagrant Error in F orm, and as ſuch it 
ought to be rejected, and rejected in a proper man- 
ner. Accordingly it was rejected, and a proper 
Reſentment expreſſet. 

This offenſive Memorial was W as inad- 
miſſable, and a Declaration at the ſame time 
made both to France and to Spain, that the Court 
of Great-Britain would never liſten to any of theſe 
Claims, if urged in ſueh a manner. 

This Step thus taken, with proper Spirit, there 
was no need of any farther Mark of Refentment, if 
Spain gave no new Occafion for it; which ſhe was 
| 0 tar from doing, at that Time, chat on the con- 


wary, 


[rr : 
trary, ſhe made a very full Apology for what ſhe 
had already done, in a Paper delivered to the Earl 
of Briſtol by General Wall, at St. Ildefonſo, Auguſt 
28th, 1761. For, in chat Paper, His Catholic 
600 Majeſty affirms to the Court of Great-Britain, 
« and to the whole World, That his Intention in 
6 conſenting thereto, as well as in approving of it, 
c was not to offend the Dignity of that Crown 
(the Crown of Great-Britain), or to retard its 
Peace; on the contrary, to conſolidate it, and in 
« all human Probability to perpetuate it. It may 
cc have been productive of contrary Effects; for as 
„ moſt Actions bear different Conftrudtions, this, 
ce has not received in London, the ſame that was 
„ put upon it at Madrid and Paris; and both 
« Courts have been concerned at diſpleaſing the 
« King of Great-Britain, and indiſpoſing him 
c“ from continuing the Negociations of Peace with 
« France, and of regulating his Differences with 
Spain, jointly or ſeparately, it is equal to both 
% Monarchs, ſince they have only Good in View.“ 
In reference to our Complaint, that Spain had 
choſen the Canal of an Enemy, it is in the ſame 
Paper aſſerted, that Spain only conſented, France 
„ ſhould take this Step, inaſmuch as it appeared 
cc not only inoffenſive, but on the contrary, to come 
* more from an honeſt and fincere Friend, than 


« an Enemy; and that — is far from chinking : 
« to irritate England. ws „ 


2 With 
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With reſpe&t to the Indignation we e expreſſed, 
at the appearance of threatning in Mr, Buſly's Me- 
morial, the ſame Apology tells us, The Catholic 
«© King approves of and eſteems in other Monarchs, 
© thoſe Sentiments of Honour he feels himſelf ; 
and if he had thought, that the Delivery of the 
« Memorial, had been conſtrued as an Intimation, 
« and a Threat, he would never have conſented 
4 6% it. 

As a Proof, that Spain at this Time did not mean 
to break off the Negociation, notwithſtanding Mr. 
de Buſſy's Memorial had been rejected as inadmiſ- 

ſible, and reſented as injurious, as well as improper; 
we find in this Apology, an expreſs Deſire to re- 
new the Negociation ; for therein it is faid, © That 
c as the King of Great-Britain, notwithſtanding 
ce the Delivery of the ſaid Memorial, was inclined 
<« to, ſatisfy the Catholic King, and was ready to 
ce terminate in a friendly mannes, whatever might 
© occaſion a Coolneſs, between the two Kingdoms; 
His Catholic Majeſty, eſteems and correſponds 
«© moſt affuredly, with ſuch good Purpoſes.” 

It is in this Apology alſo, that we find what it 
was, which had ſo much - diſguſted the Court of 
Spain, and which perhaps induced her to conſent 
to Mr. de Bully's preſenting that Memorial. Let 
us therefore once more hear the Apology, con- 
« cerning the Liberty of the Biſcayners and Gui- 
6 puſcoans, to fiſh for Baccalao ; an abſolute Ne- 
4 . is given to that Right, tho it is ſo well 

© proved, 


123 
proved And with reſpect to evacuating the 


« Eſtabliſhments, it is only offered upon Terms 
« jnadmiſſible, with the Catholic King's Decorum; 


0 


ec that before doing it, He ſhould aſſure to this 


cc Engliſh the Logwood. Hard Proceeding cer- 
„ tainly | For one to confeſs, that he is gone into 
«© the Houſe of another, to take away his Jewels, 


and to fay, I will go out again; but firſt you. 
c ſhall engage to give me, what I went to take. 
* And ſtill harder, when ſet in Oppoſition with 


* Baccallao. For the Spaniards want that for 


ce their Food, as the Engliſh want the Logwood, 


« for their Fabcica Yet the Engliſh would by 
Force take away the Logwood, and hinder by 
« Force, the Spaniards from taking away the Bac- 
% callao.— One would think that the Engliſh 


«© themſelves, ought with Reluctance, to produce. 


„ ſuch a Pretenſion.“ 


Thus this Apology, which ſets out with decla- 
ring, That his Catholic Majeſty Intention in con- 


“ ſenting to, and approving the Memorial preſented 


cc by Mr. de Bully, was not to. offend the Dignity . 


ce of the Crown of Great-Britain; labours to give 


the beſt Colour, that could be given to the Deſign 


of that Memorial; difavows any Purpoſe of threat- 
ning ; applauds his Britannic Majeſty's Diſpoſition, 


to terminate in a friendly manner, whatever might 
occaſion a Coolneſs between the two Kingdoms, 
and promiſes to correſpond with that friendly Diſ- 


poſition; and, as a Proof of this, ſuggeſts what 


had . 
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had given the Court of Spain ſo much Diſg uſt. 
Surely this did not give any certain Proof at "hat 


Time of hoſtile Intentions ! 


It has however been objected, that it is implied 
in the Memorial preſented by Mr. de Buſſy, that 


Spain meant to take a Part in this War; and if 
| this had been ſo, it would amount to a manifeſt 


Proof, that Spain had hoſtile Intentions even at this 
very Juncture. 

But if we look ever ſo cloſely into this Memorial, 
we ſhall not be able to find any Thing therein of 
this Nature, either expreſſed or implied. That 
Memorial does indeed ſay, that France will take a 
Part in any new War, which Spain may be engaged 
in, on account of our Diſputes with her. But there 
is not the leaſt Inſinuation, that Spain intended, or 
that France expected, that for Xe or any other 


Reaſon, Spain ſhould take Part with her in this 
War. 


In order to fix this Point effectually, a not to 


leave the leaſt Shadow of Doubt, it will be proper 7 


to produce the very Words of that Memorial, Mr. 


de Buſſy in layihg down the es, ſuch as they 
were, for interpoſing in reſpect th the Diſputes with 


Spain, delivers himſelf thus: Re Roi ne cachera 
pas a fa Majeſtè Britannique que les differends 
ce de VEſpagne avec Þ Angleterre Valarment & lui 
« font craindre, s ils n'ctoient pas Juſtes, une a. 
ce pelle guerre en Europe & en Amerique,” That 


is, The King will not conceal from his Britannic 


Majeſty, 
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Majeſty, that the Differences between Spain and 
England alarm him, and induce him to apprehend, 
if they are not adjuſted, a new War in Europe and 
in America. 

After ſtating the three Points in Difference by 
tween Great-Britain and Spain, the Memorial pro- 
ceeds thus: Ces trois Articles peuvent etre faci- 
6“ lement arranges ſelon la juſtice des deux Souve- 
ce rains, & le Roi defire vivement que Fon puiſſe 
ce trouver des temperamens qui contentent ſur ces 
_ deux points les Nations Eſpagnole & Angloile ; 
« mais il ne peut pas diſſimuler a FAngleterre le 
Danger qu'il enviſage, & qu'il ſera force de par- 
cc tager, ſi ces objets qui paroiſſent affecter ſenſi- 

6e blement ſa Majeſte Catholique, determinoient Ia 
„ guerre. — That is, Theſe three Articles might 
; be very eaſily ſettled, through the Diſpoſition to 
Juſtice in the two Sovereigns, and the King moſt 
earneſtly deſires, that ſome Expedients may be 
found, which upon theſe two Points, (the Fiſhery 
and the Logwood-cutting) may be equally ſatiſ- 
factory to the Spaniſh and Engliſh Nations; but he 
cannot diſſemble to England, the Danger which 
he foreſees, and which he ſhall be obliged to ſhare, 
if theſe Objects which appear ſenſibly to affect his 
Catholic Majeſty, ſhould terminate in a War. 

The Intention of this Memorial, at leaſt the pro- 
feſſed Intention, is © Relativement à la folidite de 
<« Ia Paix, 1, e. relative to the Solidity of the 
Feace ; ; that is, the Peace then treating between the 

| _ Crowns 


cc 
ks 


4 
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Crowns of Great-Britain and France. The Object 
propoſed by the Memorial, is, that theſs Differences 
between Great-Britain and Spain being once ſettled, 

his Catholic Majeſty „ ſera invite a garantir is 
«© Traite, qui doit reconcilier Dieu veuille a jamais) 
le Roi & le Roi d'Angleterre;” 7. e ſhall be in · 
vited to guaranty the Treaty, which {hall reconcile 
(God grant for ever) the (French) King, and the 


King of England. If we conſider this, and that | 


the nouvelle guerre, the new War mentioned in 
the firſt Paragraph we have cited, is that of which 
the French King is afraid of being brought to take 
a Share, as mentioned in the ſecond Paragraph ; 
there can be nothing clearer, than that in this Me- 
morial no Suggeſtion is made of Spain's taking a 
Part in the preſent War, but quite the contrary ; 
that France, it theſe Differences were not adjuſted, 
was apprehenſive, even if the Negociation then car- 
rying on had put an End to this, of being drawn 
into a new War. | 
What 1s thus, beyond all Contradiction, ans | 
from the Scope of this Memorial, was farther con- 
firmed by the Declarations made by Spain, in her 
Apology to England; that her Diſputes ſhould not 
prevent a Peace Leeren us and France, and by her 
making alſo the ſame Declaration to France, and 
by the following Paſſage, in Lord Briſtol's Letter of 
the 6th of December, His Excellency General 
Wall ſolemnly proteſted to me, that the Catholic 
King, upon finding how unacceptable that Pro- 


” "un 


b 


cc poſal v was to E had ſent peremptory Or- 


cc 


cc tenſions of this Court, in the leaſt to interfere 


«© with the Progreſs of Mr. Stanley, and Monſieur 
de Buſly's Negociations; and therefore to dro 

any further Mention of them, left they might be 
* reputed an Impediment to the Concluſion of a 
% Peace between England and France, which was 
ce the ſtrongeſt Proof his Catholic Majeſty could 
ce give, of his ſincere Intentions in wiſhing to have 


the Diſputes of Spain, amicably adjuited with 


„% Great-Britain.' . 


.-CC 


Another Objection that may be made, is, that in 
Os the Memorial of Mr. de Buſſy before mentioned, 


it is intimated, that Spain had entered into Engage- 
ments with France, and it was every where reported, 
that theſe Engagements were contracted by a: ran 
de F damille, containing Terms very offenſive to Great 
Britain. 

In the firſt Place, tho' ti might inter 56 
Cauſe of Suſpicion, pen” excite a reaſonable Jealouſy 
of the Conduct of Spain, yet that Intimation and 
thoſe Rumours, were, according to the Ulages eſta- 


bliſhed amongft European Nations, no ſufacient 


Cauſes for an immediate War. 


The Intimation and the Reports, might ſo ſar 


have a Foundation in Truth, as the Concluſion of 
ſuch a Family Convention betw cen the two Crowns, 
and might at the ſame time be deſtitute of any 
Proofs whatey er that ſuch a Family Convention 


COn— 


ders to the Marquis Grimaldi, not to let the Pre- 


| 
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contained in it, Articles offenſive to Great- 
Britain. | 
For -a Pact de Famille, was no new Thing; 


there had been ſuch Family Conventions before, in 
which there were no offenſive Articles, ſo that no- 


thing could be juſtly preſumed from the ſimple 
Concluſion of ſuch a Convention; more eſpecially, 
as it had been uſual, to revive 0 Family Com- 


pacts at the Entrance of a new Reign; and, in re- 
ſpect to this, it had been very poſitively affirmed, 


that it was no more than the renewing of an ancient 


Pact de Famille, which would have rendered it a 


Tranſaction of no great Importance. 


In the next Place, ſuppoſing it to be otherwiſe, 


and that there were new and offenſive Clauſes in 


this Pact de Famille, we had no diſtinct Accounts 
of them; nothing that had the Colour or Ap- 
pearance of Proofs, to juſtify any Declaration what- 


ever. 
Beſides, we * very well, that theſe Reports 
were given out, countenanced, and ſupported by 


France ; and we likewiſe know, that they were di- 
rectly repugnant, to the Declarations made to us by 


the Court of Spain, at this very Juncture. 


We were likewiſe ſenſible, that ſuch kind of 


Reports were political Engines of no new Inven - 


tion; but which had been very often, and indeed 


very recently, practiſed. 


An Example occurred in this very Year. A Re- 
112 had been very 9 read, and attrij- 


buted 


— 
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buted to the King of Pruſſia, in relation to a Treaty 
ſuppoſed to be concluded between that Monarch 
and the Sublime Porte. This was publiſhed in 
every Foreign Gazette, and it was ſuggeſted, that 
there were Articles, in this ſuppoſed Treaty, offen- 
five to the Court of Vienna. 

Whatever this Treaty might be, and 3 * 
candied or did not contain any fuch offenſive 


Articles, certain it is that the Court of View 


never ſuſpected of having too little Regard for 3 
own Dignity, did not think fit to make the con 
man Porte its avowed Enemy, by inſiſting upon a 


poſitive Explanation, whether there was any ſuch 


Articles as had been ſuppoſed in this Treaty. 
This is not barely an Inſtance of the like Na- 
ture ; but Experience has likewiſe ſhewn, that the 


Count of Vienna acted very wiſely, and in the E- 


vent has profited by purſuing this moderate 


Conduct. 


We had another Inſtance, of the fame Kind of 


Artifice practiſed by the French Court, at the rery 
Commencement of the preſent War. 


It may be remembered how loudly at 5 Time 
the Partizans of France every where gave out, 


that Spain had made a Pact de Famille with her; 


that it contained Articles offenſive to Great-Britain; ; 
that ſhe was determined to take a Part in the War : ; 


and that ſhe was actually making conſiderable Pre- 


parations for that Purpoſe. 


1 

What was the Conduct, held by the Britiſh Mi- 
niſtry, at this Time? Did they immediately declare 
War, againſt Spain? No: They directed a Demand 
to be made, of a Copy of the ſuppoſed Treaty, and 
a Declaration as to the Intentions of the Spaniſh 
Court, 1 

It never afterwards ed, that any 1 
Treaty had then been actually concluded, and the 
Report of it, tho' for the Purpoſes and dy the Per- 
ſons bed , very confidently aſſerted, and 
ſupported by a Variety of Circumſtances, was cer- 

tainly deſtitute of all Foundation. Was this a Pre- 
cedent to be {lighted in the preſent Caſe? 

But this was not all, It was ſuppoſed, that France 
had indeed then propoſed a Family Compact to 
Spain, but ſuch a one, that if it had taken Effect, 
nothing contained in it, could have juſtified Eng- 
land's making Spain her avowed Enemy, by a 
Declaration of War. | 

The Treaty then in Queſtion, is ſaid to have con- 
tained only a ſingle Article of a general Guaranty, 
without any of thoſe offenſive Articles that now 
appear, but of which at this Period we had no Evi- 
dence, were contained in the preſent Treaty. 

A third Objection is, that the Report of a Pact 
de Famille, and of Articles offenſive therein to the 
Crown of Great-Britain, was ſupported by the Pre- 
parations that Spain was then ſaid to be actually 
making; - which were ſufficient Proofs of her Inten- 
tion, and ought ſo to be conſidered, 


But 
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But when our Ambaſſador, his Excellency the 


Earl of Briſtol, demanded an Account of theſe Pre- 


parations, and of their Deſtination, he received as 
appears by his Diſpatch of the 31ſt of Auguſt 176r, 
Anſwers equally clear and pin as to both Points. 


They were theſe: 


« At my firſt Conference, I told General Wall 1 


« had received the King' s Commands to deſire his 
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cc 


Excellency would, in the preſent Conjuncture, 
give me a proper Explanation with regard to the 


Naval Armaments which had been DIY" ON in 


the various Ports of this Country ; and to aſk for 
an explicit Eclairciſſement, with relation to the 
Deſtination of the Spaniſh Fleet; as well as to 
inform myſelf particularly, from his Excellency, 
what were the Diſpoſitions of the Catholic King, 
to maintain Friendſhip, and to cultivate a good 
Correſpondence with his Majeſty ; alledging, 
that this Meaſure was judged by England to be 
the more abſolutely neceſſary at preſent; as the 
French Emiſſaries, and the Partizans of our Ene- 
mies, were attempting, by every Method, to pro- 


pagate the Belief of an approaching Rupture | 


with Spain, in conjunction with France ; there- 


fore the King thought himſelf ftrongly called 


upon, from the indiſpenſible Motives of what his 


Majeſty owes to his Crown, and to his People, 
to expect to have a categorical Anſwer to the 
« Queſtions J had put, by his Royal Command. 


The laſt Time J Jaw Monſieur Wall, which was 


« the 
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the fifth Meeting we had together, I renewed 
thoſe Queſtions, and then received exactly the 
ſame Anſwer which had been given me the firſt 
Time; that Spain was ſurpriſed Great-Britain 
ſhould take Umbrage at any Naval Preparations 
ſhe was, or had been making, fince the Acceſ- 
fon of his preſent Catholic Majeſty ; for, includ- 
ing both the Ships of the Line, as well as the 
Frigates, the whole Number did not exceed in 
all that of Twenty; which Monſieur Wall aſ- 
ſured me were, by ſeveral, fewer than thoſe 
which had been equipped during the Reign of 
the late King Ferdinand. His Excellency told 
me, that with regard to their Deſtination, ſome 
were frequently going backwards and forwards 
between this Kingdom and Naples ; others were 
intended to convoy the Homeward, or Outward- 


bound Flotas, Aſſogues, or Regiſter Ships; and 


the remaining Ones were to ſerve as a Check upon 
the Barbary Corſairs, and to defend their Coaſts, 
or ſmaller Veſſels, dom Inſults; and, in relation 
to the third Queſtion, his Catholic Majeſty's 
Diſpoſition and Profeſſions had invariably been 
the ſame, and were ever meant to cement and. 
cultivate the F riendſhip ſo happily ſubliſting be- 
tween our two Courts.” 

It was in this State of Things, that the Ri ght 


Honourable Mr. William Pitt, then his Majeſty" 8 
Secretary of State, thought fit to reſign the Seals 
of his Office, becauſe the reſt of his Majeſty's Ser- . 


vants 


[xs] 
vants could not concur in Conſcience, with the 
Lord Privy Seal and himſelf, in adviſing the King 
to come to an immediate Rupture with Spain, The 
| Conſideration of the Law of Nations, the Appre- 
henſion of alarming all Europe by ſuch a Procedure, 
the ſhewing ſo haſty and violent a Spirit, and mak- _ 
ing ſo extraordinary a Precedent, of declaring War 
ſo abruptly in the Midſt of a Negociation of which 
there ſeemed to be no juſt Reaſon to deſpair, would 
| _—_ influenced in a Caſe like this, with regard to 

Power ; but there were Circumſtances, that 
mr ring firengthened all theſe Conſiderations in 
reſpect to Spain. 

Such a Declaration, ſeemed to be wantonly ad- 
ding to thoſe immenſe Expences, which were 
already ſenſibly felt, in carrying on a War ſo 
extenſive as ours with France was become; it 
was a Meaſure which by diſtreſſing their Commer- 
cial Intereſts, would alienate the Inclinations as 
well as excite the Clamours, of all Neutral 
Powers; it was highly detrimental to the Trade 


of his Majeſty s Subjects, and very diſcouraging 


to our Manufactures of every kind; and in 
this reſpect it was particularly ui as cut- 
ting off the Supplies, which this Commerce con- 
ſtantly and regularly brought in, and which were 
of ſo great and ſo apparent Conſequence, to the 
whole Compaſs of our Commercial Circulation, a 


Point indiſpenſibly 3 to the — of Pub- 
lic Credit. 


\ . 4 0 9 But, 
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11 


But, 17 theſe general dela ſo glaringiy 
dbvjous i in themſelves, and ſo exceedingly weighty 


in their Nature, the Injuſtice of ſuch a Meaſure, as 


Great Britain's declaring War at this Period againſt 
Spain, would have been exccedingly heightened, 
by the evident Inconſiſtency in our own Meaſures, 
and their abſolute Incompatibility with thoſe Diſ- 


poſitions, which Mr. Pitt himſelf had directed his 


Excellency the Earl of Briſtol, to repreſent to the 
Crown of Spain, as the ſettled: and invariable Prin- 
ciples of Og Majeſty s Conduct, with reſpect to that 


Court, and this but a Month betore. 


« It is the King' s Pleaſure, ſays that Miniſter, i in 
his Diſpatch to the Earl of Briſtol, of July 28th, 


that your Excellency ſhould immediately com- 


0 


- - 


cc 


Memorial, together with my Letter to Monſieur 
CC 


« Encrgy and Firmneſs, the unexampled Irregu- 


«.larity of ſuch a Proceeding on the Part of Spain, 


cc 


Diſcuſſions of Dithculty unluckily engage the 
two Courts) but whoſe Intercourſe has hitherto 
e protefied itſelf to be friendly, and whoſe de- 


40 


ce an amicable Adjuſtment of the long- ſubſiſting 


4. Diſputes relating to the Coaſts of Honduras, 
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municate to Monſieur Wall the above- mentioned 

de Buſſy, returning the ſame; and in caſe the 
«© Spaniſh Miniſter ſhall avow that this ſtrange 
Piece has really been authoriſed by the Court of 


Madrid, your Excellency will remonſtrate, with 


not only {till in Amity with Great-Britain, {tho* 


clired Aims have all along ſeemed to point to 


cc 


cc 
cc 
cc 
ce 
cc 


ce 
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Ge. by ſome equitable Regulation of the En- 


ce joyment of the Privilege of cutting Logwood, 


by the Subjects of Great-Britain; you will far- 
ther expreſs with the utmoſt rien to 
Monſieur Wall, that nothing can equal the 


King's Surpriſe and Regret, at a Tranſaction ſo 
unprecedented; except his Majeſty's ſteady Pur- 


poſe, and immoveable Determination, not to be 


diverted by any Conſiderations, from that even 


Tenor of Conduct towards Spain, which his juſt 


and conſtant Care of his People dictates, and 
cc. 


which his Royal Wiſdom and Magnanimity have 


hitherto purſued. 
te On the one hand then, his Majeſty will by no 


means add Facilities for the Satisfaction. of that 
Court, in conſideration of any Intimation, on 


the Part of an hoſtile Power, of Union of Coun- 


cils, or of preſent or future Conjunctions; nor, 


on the other hafid, will his Majefty's Equity and 
Moderation ceaſe to diſpofe his Royal Mind to 


the ſame reaſonable Terms of Accommodation 
© with- Spain, with - regard to ſuch Objects, and 
46; in-ſuch männer; as the King, excited by Incli- 

© tation and detertiined by Syſtem, has thro' the 


. Courle of this Negociation, invariably declared 


8 « himſelf ready to embrace.” 


| Another Part of the ſame Difpatch plainly 3 im- 


plies; that the moſt important Point in Diſpute 


between us and the Court of Madrid, was at this 
very critical Period far from being in a hopeleſs 


F = Con- 


MT 
tc 
cc 


cc 


(e 
cc 
40 

cC 


cc 


cc 


140 


cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
cc 
CC 
c 
cc 
ec 


"8 


c final Intentions of Spain, your Excellency will, 


(7 | 


35) 


Condition, © with regard to Diſputes relative, to 


the Logwood Coaſts, the King will ſtill receive 


with Pleaſure, agreeable to his Majeſty's repeated 


Declarations to the Court of Spain, any juſt 
Orertures on the Part of his Catholic Majeſty 
(provided they be not conveyed through the 
Channel of France, by whoſe Intervention the 
King will never treat of theſe Diſputes) for amt 


cably adjuſting. the ſame, and for removing effec- 


tually every Source of reaſonable Complaint or 


Diſpute on this Head, by terminating to mu- 


tual Satisfaction all Things rating thereto by” a 
candid and equitable Regulation.” 
But the Conclufion of this Letter is ſo very lou 


and explicit, that it ought to be by no means o- 
mitted, © I muſt not however conceal from your 


Excellency, that it is thought poſſible here that 


the Court of France, tho' not wholly unauthoriſed, 


may with her uſual Artifice in Negociation, have 
put much Exaggeration. into this Matter; and in 
caſe, upon entering into Remonftrance on this 
Affair, you ſhall perceive a Diſpoſition in Mon- 
ſieur Wall to explain away, and diſavow the Au- 


thorization of Spain to this offenſive Tranſac- | 


tion of France, and to come to categorical 
and ſatisfactory Declarations relatively to the 


with Readineſs and your uſual Addreſs, adapt , 
yourſelf to fo deſirable a Circumſtance, and. will 


open to the Court of Madrid as handſome. a 


c Retreat 
4 


L 
„Retreat as may be, in caſe you perceive from the 
«© Spaniſh Miniſter that they ſincerely wiſh to find 


ce one, and to remove by an effectual Satisfaction, 


c the unfavourable Impreſſions which this Memo 
&« rial of the Court of France has juſtly and una- 
voidably made on the Mind of his Majeſty.” 
Could there be any thing more apparently con- 
trary to this Diſpatch, and at the ſame time more 
repugnant to theſe Inſtructions of the 28th of July, 
than the Propoſition of the 18th of 'September ? 
Could there be more abſolute Inconſiſtency, as well 
as more manifeſt Injuſtice, or more evident Inde- 
cency, than in directing his Majeſty's Ambaſſador, 
while acting under theſe Orders, and making ſuch 


A „ 


o 


- ſtrong Declarations of friendly and pacific Inten- 


tions, to deliver, without any new Cauſe aſſigned, 
an hoſtile Declaration, and to quit the Court of 
Madrid without taking Leave ? 

It any thing can put this {till in a firovger Point 
of Light, it muſt be done from the following Paſ- 
ſage in his Excellency the Earl of  Briſtol's Letter, 
| Autan Segovia, September the 14th, 1761. The 

s Spanith Miniſter likewiſe informed me of his hav- 
q ing heard, that ſeveral additional Works - were 
4 going forward in onder to ſtrengthen the Fortifi- 
« cations at Gibraltar, which he ſaid would natural- 
« ly confirm the Report, too univerſally ſpread, of 
an approaching Rupture between our Courts. 
His Excellency aſked me, whether Great-Britain 
could ſeriouſly entertain any Apprehenſions of 
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ſuch an Event? And, bout giving me Time 
to anſwer, added, that the CaTHOLIC King had 
at no Time been more intent on cultivating a good 
Correſpondence with his Majeſty, than at preſent.” 
This is fo decifive, with reſpect to the Sentiments 
of the Spanith Miniſter at this Time, and the Senſe 
our Ambaſſador had of thoſe Sentiments, that to add 


4 


— 


0 
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any farther Arguments, in ſupport of the Wiſdom 


and Juſtice of declining fo extraordinary a Propoſi- ; 


tion, Things ſo ſtanding as they did, and his Ma- 
jeſty's Servants acting from the Lights they then had, 


that it would only weaken, what has been already 
advanced. The whole Current of the Proceedings 


between the two Courts, the Declarations of both 
Monarchs, the Sentiments of their Miniſters, the 


nearer Approach to the amicable Determination, of | 
at leaſt the principal Point in Diſpute, are now be- 
fore the Eyes of the Public, who will be from thence 


able to diſtinguiſh, whether in fuch a Situation, it 


was adviſable to ruſh wilfully and precipitately upon 
a new War, which could not but increaſe the Dif- 

ficulties in carrying on that, in which we were al- 
ready engaged, or by a temperate and moderate 


Conduct, either to avoid it, or to have indiſputably 


Juſtice on our Side, when War ſhould become in- 
evitable, in ſpite of all theſe equitable-and nn 


Endeavours. 
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n „ POSTSCRIPT 


HE Public has ſeen the Obſervations of thoſe, 
who have conſidered theſe Papers relative to 
the Rupture with Spain, in a very different Point 

of Light. The Sum of thoſe Obſervations amounts 

to this, that theſe Papers fully prove, there were 

juſt Grounds for declaring War againſt Spain, when 
the Lord Privy Seal and the Secretary of State pro- 
poſed that Meaſure; and that inexpreſſible Advan- 
tages, have. been irretrievably loſt, in conſequence | 
of that Meaſure not being then purſued. 

In reſpe to the firſt, the foregoing Pages con- 
tain a few, of the many Arguments, that have in- 
duced others, to be of a quite contrary Opinion; 
and the Public, muſt judge, with reſpect to their 
Weight. But putting theſe, and all other Reaſons 
entirely out of the Queſtion, and ſuppoſing for once, 
what if not ſup by perhaps can never be proved, 
this firſt Propoh ition to be fully eſtabliſhed ; what 


then? why then the ſecond 3 takes 


place, that inexpreſſible Advantages, have been ir- 
retrievably loſt; becauſe an Autumnal War laſt 
Year, was not made againſt Spain, and why ? The 
Anſwer is ſhort and deciſive, becauſe Spain was then 
utterly unprepared, and we were in the beſt Con- 


dition poſſible, for — the Benefit of her de- 
ſenceleſs Situation. 


The 
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il he calm and candid Reader, is deſired to con- 
ſider, whether this laſt Propoſition, does not more 


effectually deſtroy and diſprove the firſt, than all 


other Reaſons that can be brought againſt it? If 


Spain, as well as France, was inſincere; if ſhe had 


entered into ſecret and hoſtile Engagements, previ- 
cus to the Negociation conducted by M. de Buſſy; 


and if Spain had all along ſuch hoſtile Intentions, 
for the concealing of which, that Negociation was 
in reality, no more than a political Amuſement; 

and when the Memorial preſented by Mr. de Buſſy, 
and conſented to by Spain, was pregnant with Rea- 
ſons, that would have juſtified an immediate Rup- 


ture, was Spain in a weak, unprovided, and defence- 


leſs Condition? 

The Spaniards, may be arrogant, unreaſonable, 
or inſincere; but they never were thought down- 
right Fools, Which they certainly muſt = been, 


if they had given glaring Marks of their hoſtile In- 


tentions againſt Great-Britain, not only without be- 
ing in a Condition to commence Hoſtilities, but 
even when they were in no Condition to defend 
themſelves. 5 

If ſuch really was 3 3 we can kbrd- 
ly believe, that the Memorial to which they con- 


ſented, however imprudent, irregular, and improper, | 


had a hoſtile Intention, and was deſigned to r 
us; more eſpecially, when this is clearly and 


emptorily denied, by the Spaniards themſelves, _ 


when an able Stateſman condeſcended to think, that 
1 this 
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this might not be their Intention, but that the Court 
of — with her uſual Artifice in N egociation, 
might have put much Exaggeration into the Matter. 


But if this Aſſertion be falſe, and the Spaniards 
were not in ſo weak a Condition, and we had no 
ſuch clear Superiority of Power, or ſuch an evident 
Opportunity of exerting it, to their Detriment and 
our on Advantage; then this Charge againſt the 
preſent Adminiſtration, of having let lip irretrie- 
vably, the Benefits that muſt or would have reſulted 
from this Autumnal Campaign, falls to the Ground. 

But my Lord Briftol's Letters are quoted, to prove 
that the Spaniards were actually arming, and taking 


Meaſures to ſend Ships, Troops, and Military Stores 
to America. All this is very true: But then it was 


poſterior, not previous, to the Memorial preſented 


by Mr. de Buſſy; and therefore theſe Preparations, 
were not ſo properly Evidences of their hoſtile In- 
tentions againſt us, as of their Apprehenſions, that 
we had hoſtile Intentions againſt them ; and cor- 


reſponds very well, with the Declarations made by 
r. Wall to his Lordſhip. We were indeed alarm- 


5 with a Report of Preparations of the like Na- 


ture, much earlier; but, upon a proper Enquiry, 
thoſe Reports at that Time, were found to be with- 
out Foundation. | 

However it appears, that Spain 3 in the mean time, 
received the Wealth that ſhe expected from her In- 


dies; and this by the Autumnal Campaign, might 
| have been 3 _— it might, and pro- 


bably 
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1 
bably it . not; for the Seas are wide, and there 
is a great Difference between meaning to make Cap- 


tures, and actually making them. If we compare 


Dates, and allow for the Incertainty. of Orders 


reaching our Ships, in the Mediterranean ; and 
; thoſe Ships taking the Meaſures neceſſary, for ſuch | 


a Capture, this will not appear to have been a Mea- 
ſure ſo ſure, as to juſtify the not taking it, to be 
an irreparable Omiſſion. 


But even ſuppoſing this ; was the whole Wealth 


that Spain received, a hm in any degree adequate 
to the riſquing the Reputation of the Nation, when 
the Majority of his Majeſty's Council, were in Opi- 
nion againſt the Juſtice of ſuch a Meaſure ? Or 


was there no Advantage gained, by this Delay, in 


the raiſing our Supplies, for ſo many, ſo important, 
and ſuch indiſpenſible Services, before a War with 


Spain appeared to be unavoidable? Muſt we cen- 


ſure an Adminiſtration for irreparable Loſſes, when 


in fact the Captures ſuppoſed tœ be in their Power, 
_ depended upon a Multitude of Contingencies ; and 


in making this Cenfure, muſt we alſo S the 


real Advantages, that were the indubitable Conſe- 


quences, of the Meaſures they actually purſued ? Is 
this a juſt an equal and reaſonable Method of pro- 


ceeding; and could any Adminiſtration be innocent, 
if ſuch vague Aſſertions by their Opponents, were 
allowed Evidence ſufficient to prove them guilty? 


Let every impartial and diſintereſted Perſon, can 


didly weigh, what has been * on both Sides. 


4 Let 
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Let him diſtinguiſh between the Facts, which from 
_ thoſe authentic Papers, appear to be certain; the 
Colours that have been; given to them, and the 
Conſequences that have been drawn from thence. 
Let him pay a juſt Regard to Arguments, on either 
Side, without . biaſſed by Declamation. Let 


him remember, that every Man, of what Rank ſo- 
ever, and in what Station ſoever, who is under the 


ſacred Tie of an Oath, to give his Opinion upon 
any Matter, is thereby bound to give what is really 
his Opinion; and that his Conſcience is not to be 
governed, becauſe it cannot be diſcharged, by the 
high Sentiments that other Men may have, of the 


Superiority of their own Underſtandings. Let him 


reflect, on the wide Difference between even ſtrong 
Sulpicions, and apparent Proofs; between the In- 
ſinuation of Evidence, and Evidence produced; 
and between A ſſertions ſupported by Vehemence, 
and yet deſtitute either of concluſive Arguments, 
or of poſitive Proofs; and then let him decide, 
upon theſe Queſtions, as he would wiſh to have 
them decided upon, if he was a Party in the Diſ- 


pute, ang] had his Honour, his Loyalty, and his 


Peace of Mind, depending on that Deciſion. 
From Judges i in this Diſpoſition, honeſt and well - 
meaning Men, can have nothing to fear. On the 
contrary, they may reaſonably hope, that a Deſire 
as Things then ſtood, of avoiding a War it it had 
been poſſible, was a Dulire perfectly conſiſtent with 
their Duty; and that the Affairs of this Nation, 
F can 
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can never be in fafer Hands, than when in the 
Hands of thoſe, who wiſh to be ſatisfied of the 
Juſtice of a War, before they engage their Country 
in it ; and never put the Probability of Succeſs into 
the Balance, when they are weighing the Argu- 


ments, by which that important Que is to be 
determined, 
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